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honestly. You'll borrow and forget to ?av *t back,
all the whole pack of you, but if I say it's given,
you're insulted. That's how you cheat yourself, if
you do cheat yourself/'
Rosa had turned her back upon him; onlv her
shoulders moved, bowed and quivering as if he had
struck her on the breast. Outside the rain had
stopped, the clouds had parted^ there was a green
sky left from the sunset and one star in the window
frame. Rosa kept her eyes on that star: it glim-
mered and winked in the tears she would not let
Stephen see; the cheque lay on the floor behind
her.
"Rosa/7 he said3 in another voice. "Rosa, I've
been saying terrible things. Things I never meant
to say. I've been so worried and miserable. It's my
bloody temper. Oh Rosa5 turn round. Let me see.
Look at me. Oh! IVe made you cry.11
"Not the first tears Stephen, not the last," but
she let him wipe them away with his handkerchief,
for the sake of being in his arms.
"How ridiculous you are/1 Stephen said again^
but the sting had gone out of the words.
"Why do you stay talking?* called Blanche
through the partition. "Stephen, don't talk*
Come and see who's here/*
When they had gone into Blanche and only the
star was left shining into the empty room^ father
came in from the veranda on tip-toe, and picked
up the cheque and put it in his pocket.